WHAT IS THE GRACE GOSPEL?
By C. Norman Sellers, PH.D.
Introduction:

Ask anyone:

1. Is salvation a free gift? 

He will answer, “Of course!” and he will give you the usual verses:

Ephesians 2:8-9

﻿“For by grace you have been saved ﻿﻿through faith, and that not of yourselves; ﻿﻿it ( Salvation) is the gift of God,  not of ﻿﻿works, lest anyone should ﻿﻿boast”.
Romans 4:5

﻿“But to him who ﻿﻿does not work but believes on Him who justifies ﻿﻿the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness”.
Romans 5:1     

“Therefore, ﻿﻿having been justified by faith, ﻿﻿we have ﻿﻿peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”.
That sounds good, and it is until you ask a second question:
2. What does one have to do in order to be saved? Many will respond with: 
1. Repent of your sins – turn from your sin
2. Confess Jesus before men

3. Ask Jesus into your heart or life.

4. Make Jesus Lord of your life

5. Promise to serve Jesus all of your life
6. Go forward in a church.

7. Join a church.
8. Be Baptized
9. Make a decision for Christ

10. Accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior
What Does the Bible Say About these Additions?

I. The Purpose of the First Three Gospels - The Gospels are not trying to tell us all that Jesus did while He was here on the earth. 

A. John says that it would be impossible.

John 21:25 
“And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, ﻿﻿I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would be written. Amen”.
B. Their Own Individual Purposes - Each of the writers states his own purpose and then chooses events and discourses to demonstrate that purpose.
1. Matthew’s Purpose: to Present Jesus as the King of Israel, Fulfilling the Promises to Abraham and David.

Key Verse: Matthew 23:37-39
“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets ﻿﻿and stones those who are sent to her! How often ﻿﻿I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks ﻿﻿under her wings, but you were not willing!”
“Behold! Your house is left to you desolate; for I say to you, you shall see Me no more untill you say, ﻿﻿‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’
2. Mark’s Purpose: to Present Jesus as the Suffering Servant. 

Key Verse: Mark 10:45
“For even ﻿﻿the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and ﻿﻿to give His life a ransom for many”.
C. Luke’s Purpose: to Present Jesus as the Son of Man the Savior of the World.

Luke 19:10

“﻿﻿For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

II. The Purpose of John: To Present Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of God and to Show that those who Believe in Him have Eternal Life.
Key Verse: John 20:30-31
“And ﻿﻿truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written that ﻿﻿you may believe that      Jesus ﻿﻿is the Christ, the Son of God, ﻿﻿and that believing you may have life in His name”.
A. Three Emphases in John’s Gospel 

1.  The Deity of Jesus 

a. He begins with – Jesus is God 1:1 

“In the beginning ﻿﻿was the Word, and the ﻿﻿Word was ﻿﻿with God, and the Word was ﻿﻿God”.
 b. He builds the Gospel around 7 miracles.

 c. He uses 7 “I am” statements by Jesus
 d. He ends with:
“…that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God”

2. The Proper Response - “that you may believe.”
The gospel is useless to anyone apart from a proper response.
3. The Evangelistic Intent - “and believing you may have life in His name”
B. The Condition for Salvation
1. The Statement
a. It is a clear condition – “Believe” - πιστευσητε
John uses the term “believe” - 98x’s.
The other three, combined use it – 34x’s.
The rest of the NT uses it – 16x’s.
He presents it as a response to the revelation that – “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God”.
It is used in several constructions:

“Believe in”  (ἐν)   or “into”  (eis)  “Believe that”.

You can’t believe in someone without believing that what He said is true. So basically one implies the other.

Believe denotes trust in someone and it assumes assent to the truthfulness and trustworthiness of that person or what is claimed.
A Definition of Faith in John’s Gospel:

“Faith is trustful reliance on Christ’s promise to give eternal life to those who believe”
b. The Consistent Effect of Believing - “Eternal Salvation”
A good example is John 5:24

﻿“Most assuredly, I say to you, ﻿﻿he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has [present tense] everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, ﻿﻿but has passed [perfect tense] from death into life”
2. The illustrations
a. Look - John 3:14-15
“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so ﻿﻿must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever ﻿﻿believes in Him should ﻿﻿not perish but ﻿﻿have eternal life”.
b. Hear - John 10:16; 27
“And ﻿﻿other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My voice; ﻿﻿and there will be one flock and one shepherd… 
“But ﻿﻿you do not believe, because you are not of My sheep, ﻿﻿as I said to you My sheep hear My voice”.
c. Enter – John 10:7-8
“Jesus, speaking of Himself as the door, Says, I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved,

d. Drink – John 4:14
“…but ﻿﻿whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him ﻿﻿will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.” 

e. Come – John 5:40; 6:37; 7:37
“But you are not willing to come to Me that you may have life. 

﻿﻿All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and ﻿﻿the one who comes to Me I will ﻿﻿by no means cast out

﻿﻿“If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink. ﻿﻿He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, ﻿﻿out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”
f. Receive – John 1:12

“But ﻿﻿as many as received Him, to them He gave the ﻿﻿right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 

C. How the Condition is Presented

1. The Absence of Qualifiers for Believing. We do not see: 

Whoever really believes
Or
Whoever truly believes

Likewise no word like:

Genuine faith, Real faith, Effectual faith

One Either Believes or He Does Not Believe!
Notice that this is not because John never uses those words:
He speaks of the:

True light - 1:9

True bread - 6:32

True vine - 15:1

True worshippers - 4:23

True God - 17:3

Disciples indeed - 8:31
2. Absence of Other Conditions

If John’s purpose is to tell how one may receive eternal life, then we may expect that he will tell us all of the conditions involved.
None of the following so-called conditions are found in John’s Gospel. He does not give any condition attached to faith or any condition replacing faith.
For Example:

a. Repentance – 
In John 4 the Samaritan woman had multiple husbands and was living with a man not her husband and tried to deceive Jesus about her situation.

Jesus did not tell her to repent. Instead He offered her eternal life for the asking (4:10) and drinking (4:14), both expressions of believing.

[There is no problem to those who see repentance as a change of heart or mind needed for salvation, i.e. “you have to change your mind  before/as you believe on Jesus for eternal life.]

b. Surrender or Commitment of One’s Life

Salvation is absolutely free and is not conditioned on any human merit. It is what one receives!
He does not earn, merit or bargain for it. One does not give anything for it, not even his own life. [One gives their life only after they believe. After one walks to Christ, then he begins to walk with Christ].
Other Examples of Non-Commitment are:
Secret Disciples - who believed in Jesus, but did not confess Him publicly for fear of being ostracized by the Jews.
· Joseph of Arimathea - 19:38

· Nicodemus - 19:39

· The Jewish rulers - 12:42 

John has given a definite statement on what it takes to be saved. This presentation carries the weight of his purpose statement, “that you may believe”.
Let the debate over the Gospel begin with the Gospel of John, unless we would accuse him of giving us half a gospel or easy-believism or a compromising gospel or a cheapened gospel.
If we are to defend the faith, we must begin by defending faith alone in Christ alone – a simple unconditional, non-meritorious response of accepting and trusting God’s promise.
Conclusion: What have we learned?
1. We must give people something to believe.
It is the object of faith that saves. So we must give meaningful content about that object, Jesus Christ Himself.

· He is the Son of God (20:31)
· He died for our sins (1:29)
· He rose again.(John 20)

2. We must invite people to “Believe” in Christ as their Savior.
DO NOT invite them to:
“Ask Jesus into your heart”
or

“Give your life to Jesus”
or

“Surrender to Him as Lord”
These will confuse people and obscure the simple message of faith alone.
3. We can assure people of their salvation on the basis of their having believed God’s Word. There may be other forms of assurance, but the Word is sufficient assurance to which any other assurance is a distant second.
4. We must emphasize God’s free grace in our Gospel. To John, the sin that condemns is unbelief and the cure for unbelief is belief.
